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(54) Data integrity monitoring in trusted computing entity 



(57) A method of security monitoring of data files in 
a computer platform is carried out by a trusted compo- 
nent having a processor and trusted memory area. The 
method comprises creating one or a plurality of data files 
in an unt rusted memory area of said computing plat- 
form, for each created data file, periodically generating 
a digest data by applying a hash function to each data 
file, storing the digest data in a trusted memory area and 
for each file periodically comparing a current digest data 
of the file with a previously generated digest data of the 
file. Any differences between a previous and a current 
digest data indicate that a file in the untrusted memory 
area has been corrupted. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a computing s 
platform, and particularly, although not exclusively, to 
methods and apparatus for verifying a state of data in- 
tegrity of the computing platform. 

Background to the Invention io 

[0002] Conventional prior art mass market computing 
platforms include the well-known personal computer 
(PC) and competing products such as the Apple Macin- 
tosh™, and a proliferation of known palm-top and laptop is 
personal computers. Generally, markets for such ma- 
chines fall into two categories, these being domestic or 
consumer, and corporate. A general requirement for a 
computing platform for domestic or consumer use is a 
relatively high processing power, Internet access fea- 20 
tures, and multi-media features for handling computer 
games. For this type of computing platform, the Micro- 
soft Windows® '95 and '98 operating system products 
and Intel processors dominate the market. 
[0003] On the other hand, for business use, there are 2s 
a plethora of available proprietary computer platform so- 
lutions available aimed at organizations ranging from 
small businesses to multi-national organizations. In 
many of these applications, a server platform provides 
centralized data storage, and application functionality 30 
for a plurality of client stations. For business use, other 
key criteria are reliability, networking features, and se- 
curity features. For such platforms, the Microsoft Win- 
dows NT 4.0™ operating system is common, as well as 
the Unix™ operating system. 35 
[0004] With the increase in commercial activity trans- 
acted over the Internet, known as B e-commerce°, there 
has been much interest in the prior art on enabling data 
transactions between computing platforms, over the In- 
ternet. However, because of the potential for fraud and 40 
manipulation of electronic data, in such proposals, fully 
automated transactions with distant unknown parties on 
a wide-spread scale as required for a fully transparent 
and efficient market place have so far been held back. 
The fundamental issue is one of trust between interact- 4S 
ing computer platforms for the making of such transac- 
tions. 

[0005] There have been several prior art schemes 
which are aimed at increasing the security and trustwor- 
thiness of computer platforms. Predominantly, these re- so 
ly upon adding in security features at the application lev- 
el, that is to say the security features are not inherently 
imbedded in the kernel of operating systems, and are 
not built in to the fundamental hardware components of 
the computing platform. Portable computer devices 
have already appeared on the market which include a 
smart card, which contains data specific to a user, which 
is input into a smart card reader on the computer. Pres- 



ently, such smart cards are at the level of being add-on 
extras to conventional personal computers, and in some 
cases are integrated into a casing of a known computer. 
Although these prior art schemes go some way to im- 
proving the security of computer platforms, the levels of 
security and trustworthiness gained by prior art 
schemes may be considered insufficient to enable wide- 
spread application of automated transactions between 
computer platforms. Before businesses expose signifi- 
cant value transactions to electronic commerce on a 
widespread scale, they may require greater confidence 
in the trustworthiness of the underlying technology. 
[0006] In the applicant's co-pending disclosures 
Trusted Computing Platform 1 , filed at the European Pat- 
ent Office on 15 February 1999, the entire contents of 
which are incorporated herein by reference, and 'Com- 
puting Apparatus and Methods of Operating Computing 
Apparatus', there is disclosed a concept of a trusted 
computing platform' comprising a computing platform 
which has a trusted component' in the form of a built-in 
hardware and software component. Two computing en- 
tities each provisioned with such a trusted component, 
may interact with each other with a high degree of trust'. 
That is to say, where the first and second computing en- 
tities interact with each other the security of the interac- 
tion is enhanced compared to the case where no trusted 
component is present, because 

• A user of a computing entity has higher confidence 
in the integrity and security of his/her own computer 
entity and in the integrity and security of the com- 
puter entity belonging to the other computing entity. 

• Each entity is confident that the other entity is in fact 
the entity which it purports to be; 

• Where one or both of the entities represent a party 
to a transaction, e.g. a data transfer transaction, be- 
cause of the in-built trusted component, third party 
entities interacting with the entity have a high de- 
gree of confidence that the entity does in fact rep- 
resent such a party 

• The trusted component increases the inherent se- 
curity of the entity itself, through verification and 
monitoring processes implemented by the trusted 
component. 

► The computer entity is more likely to behave in the 
way it is expected to behave. 



[0007] Prior art computing platforms have several 
problems which need to be overcome in order to realize 
the potential of the applicants' above disclosed trusted 
55 component concept. In particular, 

• The operating status of a computer system or plat- 
form and the status of the data within the platform 
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or system is dynamic and difficult to predict. It is dif- 
ficult to determine whether a computer platform is 
operating correctly because the state of the compu- 
ter platform and data on the platform is constantly 
changing and the computer platform itself may be 
dynamically changing. 

• From a security point of view, commercial computer 
platforms, in particular client platforms, are often 
deployed in environments which are vulnerable to 
unauthorized modification. The main areas of vul- 
nerability include modification by software loaded 
by a user, or by software loaded via a network con- 
nection. Particularly, but not exclusively, conven- 
tional computer platforms may be vulnerable to at- 
tack by virus programs, with varying degrees of hos- 
tility. 

• Computer platforms may be upgraded or their ca- 
pabilities extended or restricted by physical modifi- 
cation, i.e. addition or deletion of components such 
as hard disk drives, peripheral drivers and the like. 

[0008] In particular, conventional computer platforms 
are susceptible to attack by computer viruses, of which 
there are thousands of different varieties. Several pro- 
prietary virus finding and correcting applications are 
known, for example the Dr Solomons ™ virus toolkit pro- 
gram, and the Microsoft ™ virus guard facility provided 
within the Windows ™ operating system. However, such 
virus packages protect primarily against known viruses, 
and new strains of virus are being developed and re- 
leased into the computing and internet environment on 
an ongoing basis. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0009] In one specific form, the invention provides a 
computer platform with a trusted component which gen- 
erates integrity metrics describing the integrity of data 
on the computer platform, which can be reported to a 
user of the computer platform, or to a third party entity 
communicating with the computer platform, for example 
over a network connection. 

[001 0] Suitably the integrity metrics are dynamic met- 
rics, which can provide continuous, or regular monitor- 
ing of the computer platform during its operation. 
[0011] Methods for measuring and reporting the dy- 
namic integrity metrics are operated partly within a trust- 
ed component, and partly within a computer platform be- 
ing monitored by the trusted component. 
[0012] According to first aspect of the present inven- 
tion is provided a method of security monitoring of a 
computer platform, said method comprising the steps of: 



content of said data file; 

(iii) waiting a predetermined time period; 

(iv) repeating step (ii) to generate a second digest 
data; and 

5 (v) comparing said second digest data with said first 

digest data. 

[0013] Preferably if second digest data is identical to 
said first digest data said steps ii) to v) above are re- 
10 peated. 

[0014] if said second digest data is not identical to 
said first digest data, an error data is stored in said trust- 
ed memory area. 

[001 5] Preferably said step of generating a first digest 
is data comprises applying a hash function to said data file 
to produce a hash function data corresponding to said 
data file. 

[0016] Said step of creating a data file in a memory 
area of said computer platform may comprise copying 

20 an existing user data file into a reserved portion of said 
memory area of said computer platform. 
[001 7] Said step of creating a data file in said memory 
area may comprise generating a random or pseudo ran- 
dom data in a reserved portion of said memory area of 

25 said computer platform. 

[001 8] Preferably step of generating a digest data cor- 
responding to said data file is carried out by an algorithm 
operating on said computer platform. 
[001 9] Said step of generating a digest data may com- 

30 prise sending a said data file to a trusted component 
comprising a trusted processor and a trusted memory 
area, and generating said digest data by applying an al- 
gorithm to said data file in said trusted component. 
[0020] According to a second aspect of the present 

35 invention there is provided a computer entity compris- 
ing: 

a computer platform comprising a first data 
processing means and a first memory means; 

40 

a monitoring component comprising a second data 
processing means and a second memory means; 

wherein said monitoring component comprises 
45 means for receiving a monitor data, said monitor da- 
ta describing a content of a plurality of data files 
stored in said computer platform in said first mem- 
ory means; 

50 means for storing said plurality of monitor data in 
said monitoring component; and 

means for making comparisons of said monitor da- 
ta, 



40 



55 

(i) creating a data file in a memory area of said com- wherein said monitoring component receives for 
puting platform; each of a plurality of data files, an historical monitor 

(ii) generating a first digest data describing a data data representing a state of said data file at a pre- 
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vious point in time, and a current monitor data rep- 
resenting a current state of said data file. 

[0021] Preferably said historical monitor data and said 
current monitor data are stored in said second memory 5 
means of said monitoring component. 
[0022] Preferably said monitoring component com- 
prises a set of agent code stored in said second data 
storage means, wherein said set of agent code may be 
transferred to said first data storage means for operation io 
and control by said first data processing means in said 
computer platform. 

[0023] Preferably said monitoring component com- 
prises a dictionary means, said dictionary means com- 
prising a text generator device operable to generate a is 
plurality of text data representing a plurality of words, 
and said monitoring means transferring said text data to 
a plurality of said data files created in a reserved area 
of said first memory means. 

[0024] Preferably said dictionary means is operable 20 
to generate a plurality of names identifying said plurality 
of data files created in said reserved area of said first 
memory means. 

[0025] Preferably said dictionary means is operable 
to generate a plurality of names of directories containing 2s 
said plurality of data files created in said reserved area 
of said first memory means. 

[0026] Preferably the computer entity further compris- 
es an agent means, said agent means resident and op- 
erating on said computer platform wherein, 30 

said agent means creates a plurality of said data 
files in a reserved region of said first memory area; 

said agent means substantially continuously moni- 35 
tors said created data files in said reserved memory 
region; and 

said agent reports said monitor data describing a 
content of said data files in said reserved memory 40 
region periodically to said monitoring component. 

[0027] Said computer entity may comprise a random 
data generator, wherein said random data generator 
generates random data which is stored in a plurality of 45 
said data files created in a reserved region of said first 
memory area of said computer platform. 
[0026] Said computer entity may comprise an agent 
device resident on said computer platform, and a smart 
card reader device, wherein said agent device commu- so 
nicates with said smart card reader device for receiving 
a file name data from a smartcard via said smart card 
reader device, said file name data describing one or a 
plurality of file names of user data files for which per- 
mission to copy said user data files is granted to said ss 
agent device. 

[0029] According to third aspect of the present inven- 
tion there is provided a method of security monitoring a 



computer platform comprising a first data processing 
means and a first memory means, said method compris- 
ing the steps of: 

receiving a first monitor data, said first monitor data 
describing a data content of a data file stored in said 
computer platform; 

storing said first monitor data in a trusted memory 
area physically and logically distinct from said com- 
puter platform; 

receiving a second monitor data, said second mon- 
itor data describing a data content of said same data 
file stored in said computer platform; 

comparing said first monitor data with said second 
monitor data; and 

if said first monitor data differs from said second 
monitor data, generating an error data. 

[0030] Preferably said method further comprises the 
step of generating said monitor data by applying a one- 
way function algorithm to a data content of said data file. 
[0031] Preferably an alarm display is generated when 
a said error data is created. 
[0032] The method may comprise the step of: 

comparing said error data against a predeter- 
mined measure of error data allowable in a predeter- 
mined time, to determine if said error data is statistically 
significant. 

[0033] If said error data is determined to be statisti- 
cally significant, an alarm display may be generated in- 
dicating an error has occurred in said data file. 
[0034] The invention includes a method of monitoring 
a computer platform comprising a first data processing 
means and first memory means, said method compris- 
ing the steps of: 

a) allocating a region of said first memory means 
for use by a monitoring entity comprising a second 
data processing means and a second memory 
means; 

b) creating in said allocated memory area a plurality 
of data files, each allocated to said monitoring en- 
tity; 

c) entering data into said plurality of allocated data 
files in said reserved memory region; 

d) creating for each of said data files a monitor data 
describing a data content of each of said data file; 

e) storing said monitor data in a second memory 
device, said second memory device being physical- 
ly and logically distinct from said first memory de- 



4 



7 



EP1 056 010 A1 



8 



vice; 

f) repeating steps d) and e); and 

g) periodically comparing a recently received said s 
monitor data for said data file with a previously re- 
ceived monitor data for the same said data file. 

[0035] Said step of entering data into a said data file 
may comprise: io 

copying an existing data file from an unreserved 
area of said first memory device into said data file. 
[0036] Said method may further comprise the step of: 

assigning a file name of said data file in said re- 
served memory area said file name being a different file is 
name to a file name of said original user file from said 
unreserved area of said first memory area from which 
said data file was copied. 

[0037] Said method may further comprise the step of: 

assigning a directory name of a directory used for 20 
storing said data file in said reserved memory area said 
directory name being a different directory name to a di- 
rectory name of said original user directory from said 
unreserved area of said first memory area in which said 
data file was originally located. 2s 
[0038] Preferably said step of creating a monitor data 
comprises: 

applying a one-way function algorithm to data in 
said data file, to produce said monitor data from said 
data stored in said data file. 30 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0039] For a better understanding of the invention and 
to show how the same may be carried into effect, there 35 
will now be described by way of example only, specific 
embodiments, methods and processes according to the 
present invention with reference to the accompanying 
drawings in which: 

40 

Fig. 1 illustrates schematically a computer entity ac- 
cording to first specific embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 illustrates schematically connectivity of se- 45 
lected components of the computer entity of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 3 illustrates schematically a hardware architec- 
ture of components of the computer entity of Fig. 1 ; 

so 

Fig. 4 illustrates schematically an architecture of a 
trusted component comprising the computer entity 
of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 5 illustrates schematically a logical architecture ss 
of the computer entity of Fig. 1 ( comprising a trusted 
space, and a user space; 



Fig 6 illustrates schematically a logical content of a 
software agent component of the computer entity of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 7 illustrates schematically a set of logical com- 
ponents comprising a trusted component of the 
computer entity of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 8 illustrates schematically a dialog box display 
generated by the trusted component; 

Fig. 9 illustrates a further dialog display generated 
by the trusted component; 

Fig. 1 0 illustrates schematically a first set of process 
steps carried out by the trusted component and a 
software agent of the trusted component for per- 
forming a security monitoring method according to 
the present invention; 

Fig. 11 illustrates schematically a second set of 
process steps carried out by the trusted component 
and software agent for carrying out a security mon- 
itoring method according to the present invention; 
and 

Fig. 12 illustrates schematically a third set ofrproc- 
ess steps and interaction between the trustet^com- 
ponent, its software agent, a user smart card; and 
its software agent for carrying out a specific method 
according to the present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Best Mode for Carrying 
Out the Invention 

[0040] There will now be described by way of example 
the best mode contemplated by the inventors for carry- 
ing out the invention. In the following description numer- 
ous specific details are set forth in order to provide a 
thorough understanding of the present invention. It will 
be apparent however, to one skilled in the art, that the 
present invention may be practiced without limitation to 
these specific details. In other instances, welt known 
methods and structures have not been described in de- 
tail so as not to unnecessarily obscure the present in- 
vention. 

[0041] Referring to Fig. 1 herein, there is illustrated 
schematically one example of a trusted computer entity 
as previously described in the applicant's European pat- 
ent application entitled "Trusted Computing Platform", 
filed 1 5 February 1 999 at the European Patent Office a 
copy of which is filed herewith, and the entire contents 
of which are incorporated herein by reference. Referring 
to Fig. 2 of the accompanying drawings, there is illus- 
trated schematically physical connectivity of some of the 
components of the trusted computer entity of Fig. 1 . Re- 
ferring to Fig. 3 herein, there is illustrated schematically 
an architecture of the trusted computer entity of Figs. 1 



5 



9 



EP 1 056 010 A1 



10 



and 2, showing physical connectivity of components of 
the entity. 

[0042] In general, in the best mode described herein, 
a trusted computing entity comprises a computer plat- 
form consisting of a first data processor, and a first mem- s 
ory means, together with a trusted component which 
verifies the integrity and correct functioning of the com- 
puting platform. The trusted component comprises a 
second data processor and a second memory means, 
which are physically and logically distinct from the first 10 
data processor and first memory means. 
[0043] In the example shown in Figs. 1 to 3 herein, 
the trusted computer entity is shown in the form of a per- 
sonal computer suitable for domestic use or business 
use. However, it will be understood by those skilled in is 
the art that that this is just one specific embodiment of 
the invention, and other embodiments of the invention 
may take the form of a palmtop computer, a laptop com- 
puter, a server-type computer, a mobile phone-type 
computer, or the like and the invention is limited only by 20 
the scope of the claims herein. In the best mode exam- 
ple described herein, the computer entity comprises a 
display monitor 1 00; a keyboard data entry means 101; 
a casing 102 comprising a motherboard on which is 
mounted a data processor; one or more data storage 2S 
means e.g. hard disk drives; a dynamic random access 
memory; various input and output ports (not illustrated 
in Fig. 1 ); a smart card reader 1 03 for accepting a user's 
smart card; a confirmation key 104, which a user can 
activate when confirming a transaction via the trusted 30 
computer entity; and a pointing device, e.g. a mouse or 
trackball device 105. The trusted computer entity has a 
trusted component as described in the applicant's pre- 
vious disclosure and as further described herein. 
[0044] Referring to Fig. 2 herein, there are illustrated 35 
some of the components comprising the trusted compu- 
ter entity, including keyboard 101, which incorporates 
confirmation key 104 and smart card reader 103; a main 
motherboard 200 on which is mounted first data proc- 
essor 201 and trusted component 202, an example of a 40 
hard disc drive 203, and monitor 100. Additional com- 
ponents of the trusted computer entity, include an inter- 
nal frame to the casing 102, housing one or more local 
area network (LAN) ports, one or more modem ports, 
one or more power supplies, cooling fans and the like 4S 
are not shown in Fig. 2. 

[0045] In the best mode herein, as illustrated in Fig. 3 
herein, main motherboard 200 is manufactured com- 
prising a processor 201: and a preferably permanently 
fixed trusted component 202; a memory device 300 lo- so 
cal to the processor, the local memory device being a 
fast access memory area, e.g. a random access mem- 
ory; a BIOS memory area 301 ; smart card interface 305; 
a plurality of control lines 302; a plurality of address lines 
303; a confirmation key interface 306; and a data bus ss 
304 connecting the processor 201 , trusted component 
202, memory area 300, BIOS memory area 301 and 
smart card interface 305. A hardware random number 



generator RNG 309 is also able to communicate with 
the processor 201 using the bus 304. 
[0046] External to the motherboard and connected 
thereto by data bus 304 are provided the one or more 
hard disk drive memory devices 203, keyboard data en- 
try device 101 , pointing device 105, e.g. a mouse, track- 
ball device or the like; monitor device 100; smart card 
reader device 103 for accepting a smart card device as 
described previously; the disk drive(s), keyboard, mon- 
itor, and pointing device being able to communicate with 
processor 201 via said data bus 304; and one or more 
peripheral devices 307, 308, for example a modem, 
printer scanner or other known peripheral device. 
[0047] Smart card reader 103 is wired directly to smart 
card interface 305 on the motherboard and does not 
connect directly to data bus 304. Alternatively, smart- 
card reader 103 is connected directly to databus 304. 
To provide enhanced security confirmation key switch 
104 is hard wired directly to confirmation key interface 
306 on motherboard 200, which provides a direct signal 
input to trusted component 202 when confirmation key 
1 04 is activated by a user such that a user activating the 
confirmation key sends a signal directly to the trusted 
component, by-passing the first data processor and first 
memory means of the computer platform. 
[0048] Trusted component 202 is positioned logically 
and physically between monitor 100 and processor 201 
of the computing platform, so that trusted component 
202 has direct control over the views displayed on mon- 
itor 100 which cannot be interfered with by processor 
201. 

[0049] Confirmation key 104, and confirmation key 
driver 306 provide a protected communication path 
(PCP) between a user and the trusted component, 
which cannot be interfered with by processor 201 , which 
by-passes data bus 304 and which is physically and log- 
ically unconnected to memory area 300 or hard disk 
drive memory device(s) 203. 

[0050] The trusted component lends its identity and 
trusted processes to the computer platform and the 
trusted component has those properties by virtue of its 
tamper-resistance, resistance to forgery, and resistance 
to counterfeiting. Only selected entities with appropriate 
authentication mechanisms are able to influence the 
processes running inside the trusted component. Nei- 
ther an ordinary user of the trusted computer entity, nor 
any ordinary user or any ordinary entity connected via 
a network to the computer entity may access or interfere 
with the processes running inside the trusted compo- 
nent. The trusted component has the property of being 
"inviolate". 

[0051] The smart card may comprise a "cash card" or 
a "crypto card" the functions of which are described in 
the applicant's above-mentioned previous disclosure 
"Computing Apparatus and Methods of Operating Com- 
puting Apparatus", a copy of which is filed herewith, and 
the entire content of which is incorporated herein by ref- 
erence. 
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[0052] On each individual smart card may be stored 
a corresponding respective image data which is differ- 
ent for each smart card. For user interactions with the 
trusted component, e.g. for a dialogue box monitor dis- 
play generated by the trusted component, the trusted 
component takes the image data from the user's smart 
card, and uses this as a background to the dialogue box 
displayed on the monitor 1 00. Thus, the user has con- 
fidence that the dialogue box displayed on the monitor 
100 is generated by the trusted component. The image 
data is preferably easily recognizable by a human being 
in a manner such that any forgeries would be immedi- 
ately apparent visually to a user. For example, the image 
data may comprise a photograph 802 of a user. The im- 
age data on the smart card may be unique to a person 
using the smart card. 

[0053] In the best mode herein, the trusted compo- 
nent operates to monitor data, including user data files 
and applications, on the computer platform by creating 
a set of data files which the trusted component dynam- 
ically monitors for any changes in the data, including ab- 
sence of the data, which may occur as a result of the 
computer platform being compromised by a virus attack, 
or other interference. The trusted component is allocat- 
ed or seizes a plurality of memory location addresses 
and/or file directories in the first memory area of the 
computer platform, which become a user space re- 
served for use by the trusted component. The reserved 
memory area comprises a selected proportion of the to- 
tal memory area of the computer platform. Within the 
reserved memory area, the trusted component prefera- 
bly creates a plurality of directories. Within the reserved 
memory area, the trusted component also creates a plu- 
rality of data files, which can either be copies from real 
user files on the computer platform, or which can be cre- 
ated by the trusted component. The primary purpose of 
these files is to act as a set of files to which the trusted 
component has access, and to which ordinary user ac- 
counts of the computer platform, under normal opera- 
tion, do not have access. Because the files in the re- 
served memory area are reserved for use by the trusted 
component and under normal operation, are not ac- 
cessed by applications on the computer platform, the 
trusted component can use files stored in the reserve 
memory area as a "control" set of files by which to mon- 
itor for unauthorized changes to the data, for example 
as caused by a virus. It will be appreciated that the 'NT 
administrator' or the 'Unix super user* or similar ac- 
counts with overriding powers must refrain from making 
changes to the data in the reserved space, even though 
it can. 

[0054] Because the files stored in the reserve memory 
area are either duplicates of user files, duplicates of ap- 
plications or files created specifically by the trusted com- 
ponent, they are of little or no value to the computer plat- 
form for performing its normal operating functions. If the 
files in the reserve memory area become corrupted for 
any reason, they may be sacrificed and are easily re- 



placeable. However, since access to the reserved ac- 
cess memory area is restricted to the trusted compo- 
nent, any corruption of the files in the reserve memory 
area is deemed to be indicative of changes to files oc- 
5 curring through undesirable mechanisms, e.g. by a virus 
program. The files in the reserve memory area are pe- 
riodically monitored by the trusted component to check 
for such corruption. If corruption is discovered, by the 
monitoring process, then a measure of the likely corrup- 

10 tion of the remaining memory area on the computer plat- 
form can be determined by probabilistic methods. 
[0055] By providing a reserved memory area contain- 
ing files which can be sacrificed, if the computer platform 
is compromised by a hostile attack, e.g. a virus, then the 

is sacrificial files stored in the reserved memory area are 
at least as likely to be affected as other user data files 
stored in the remaining portion of the memory of the 
computer platform. Thus any corruption of the files in 
the reserve memory area, if spotted early enough, may 

20 give an indication to the trusted component that file cor- 
ruption is occurring on the computer platform, in which 
case the trusted component can take action to limit the 
spread of corruption at an early stage, and preferably 
before damage is done to important data files stored in 

2S the remaining memory area of the computer platform. 
[0056] Referring to Fig. 4 herein, there is illustrated 
schematically an internal architecture of trusted compo- 
nent 202. The trusted component comprises a proces- 
sor 400, a volatile memory area 401; a non-volatile 

30 memory area 402; a memory area storing native code 
403; and a memory area storing one or a plurality of 
cryptographic functions, 404, the non-volatile memory 
401, native code memory 403 and cryptographic mem- 
ory 404 collectively comprising the second memory 

35 means hereinbefore referred to. The cryptographic 
functions 404 preferably include a source of random 
numbers. 

[0057] Trusted component 202 comprises a com- 
pletely independent computing entity from the computer 

40 platform. In the best mode herein, the trusted compo- 
nent shares a motherboard with the computer platform 
so that the trusted component is physically linked to the 
computer platform. In the best mode, the trusted com- 
ponent is physically distinct from the computer platform, 

45 that is to say it does not exist solely as a sub-function- 
ality of the data processor and memory means compris- 
ing the computer platform, but exists separately as a 
separate physical data processor 400 and separate 
physical memory area 401 , 402, 403, 404. By providing 

50 a physically present trusted component, the trusted 
component becomes harder to mimic or forge through 
software introduced onto the computer platform. Pro- 
grams within the trusted component are pre-loaded at 
manufacture of the trusted component, and managed 

55 by the manufacturer of the trusted component, and are 
not user configurable. The physicality of the trusted 
component, and the fact that the user component is not 
configurable by the user enables the user to have con- 
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fidence in the inherent integrity of the trusted compo- 
nent, and therefore a high degree of "trust 0 in the oper- 
ation and presence of the trusted component on the 
computer platform. 

[0058] Referring to Fig. 5 herein, there is illustrated 
schematically a logical architecture of the trusted com- 
puter entity referred to in Figs. 1 to 4 herein. The logical 
architecture has a same basic division between the 
computer platform, and the trusted component, as is 
present with the physical architecture described in Figs. 
1 to 3 herein, that is to say, the trusted component is 
logically distinct from the computer platform to which it 
is physically related. In Fig. 5, components of the com- 
puter entity are illustrated within the dotted line 500, 
whereas elements external to the computer entity, such 
as the Internet 501 , and one or more local area networks 
or wide area networks 502, and a user's smart card 503 
are shown outside dotted line 500. Logically, the com- 
puter entity is divided into "user space" 504, comprising 
all logical areas accessible by computer platform, and 
"trusted component space" 513 comprising areas ac- 
cessible solely by the trusted component 203. The user 
space 504 includes one or more communications port 
facilities 506; one or more applications programs 507, 
for example a word processor, database package, ac- 
counts package, Internet access application, etc; a set 
of file directories 508; smart card interface 305, for in- 
terfacing with the smart card reader 103, optionally a 
random number generator 309, and optionally, a soft- 
ware agent 51 1 which is used by the trusted component 
to manipulate files and applications in user space, and 
to report back to the trusted component. Optionally a 
software agent 5 1 4 is used by the smartcard 503 to ma- 
nipulate files and applications in user space, and to re- 
port back to the smartcard. 

[0059] In the trusted component space, are resident 
the trusted component itself, displays generated by the 
trusted component on monitor 100; and confirmation 
key 104, inputting a confirmation signal via confirmation 
key interface 306. 

[0060] Within the file directory area 508 is a set of re- 
served directories 512 for creation of a set of data files 
reserved for use by the trusted component, and used 
for monitoring in the user space according to the specific 
methods described herein. For ease of reference, such 
files will hereafter be referred as 'reserved files'. 
[0061] The random data generator 309 is used to gen- 
erate random data, forming the content of various of the 
reserved files in the reserved one or more directories. 
[0062] Referring to Fig. 6 herein, the software agents 
51 1 and 514 each comprise a corresponding respective 
one or more file manipulation programs 600; and a cor- 
responding respective communications interface 601. 
The file manipulation program(s) within the software 
agent 514 in user space operate on instruction from 
smartcard 503 to: monitor a plurality of said data files in 
the one or plurality of directories in user space reserved 
for use by the user of the smartcard: copy said files to 



user space reserved for use by the user of the smartcard 
but which also allows read access by the trusted com- 
ponent: and delete said copied files. The file manipula- 
tion program(s) within the software agent 511 in user 
5 space operate on instruction from trusted component 
202 to: create and monitor a plurality of data files in the 
one or plurality of directories in user space reserved for 
use by the trusted component: copy files from user 
space reserved for use by the user of the smartcard but 
10 which also allows read access by the trusted compo- 
nent. 

[0063] Referring to Fig. 7 herein, there is illustrated 
schematically logical components of trusted component 
202. Trusted component 202 comprises a communica- 
*5 tions interface 700; a set of cryptographic functions 701 
including a random number generator and cryptograph- 
ic algorithms for communicating with smart card reader 
103; one or more monitoring applications 702 for mon- 
itoring data relating to reserved files; a display interface 
20 program 703 for generating an interactive display on 
monitor 100 and allowing interface via the display using 
pointing device 105 and keypad 101; optionally one or 
more file manipulation programs 704; native code 705 
for monitoring files by gathering and reporting informa- 
2S tion describing the data content of the files to the trusted 
component as in software agent 511; and a dictionary 
program 706 for generating text and strings of text for 
using as data to name directories and files and fill re- 
served files in user space 504. The trusted component 
^0 also contains a dictionary of file names, which is used 
automatically to name and rename the reserved file di- 
rectories and reserved files. 

[0064] There will now be described specific methods 
of operation of the computer entity for security monitor- 
's jng of data files in the computer platform, by the trusted 
component 202. In the following description, there are 
illustrated in Figs. 8-12 herein main process steps op- 
erated by the trusted component and computer platform 
for performing the method. It will be understood by those 
40 skilled in the art that such process steps may be imple- 
mented in the form of code in a conventional program- 
ming language stored in the memory of the trusted com- 
ponent and the computer platform. Steps relating to op- 
erations carried out in user space, in general are exe- 
45 cuted on the processor 201 according to code stored in 
either the memory of the trusted component or the com- 
puter platform, but some part(s) of those operations may 
be carried out inside the trusted component 202 accord- 
ing to code stored in a memory device of the trusted 
^o component. On the other hand, where process steps are 
shown as operating in trusted component space, the 
steps are executed within the trusted component 202 
(for example on the processor 400) according to code 
stored in a memory device of the trusted component. 
55 Implementation of such code is well known by those 
skilled in the art, and such code may be written in con- 
ventional computer program languages such as C, C++, 
or the like. 
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[0065] Referring to Fig. 8 and 9 herein, there will now 
be described a first mode of operation for a security 
monitoring process, which is activated by user. The 
computer platform generates a conventional operating 
system display having a plurality of icons, for example s 
a display as produced by the Windows 95™ operating 
system. An icon is provided on the operating system dis- 
play, created in known manner, which when activated 
by a user using the pointing device, e.g. mouse 105 re- 
sults in a dialog box display generated by trusted com- io 
ponent 202, for example as shown in Fig. 8 herein. The 
dialog box 800 is generated by display interface 703 of 
trusted component 202. The dialog box 800 comprises 
one or more menu displays 801 , displayed upon a dis- 
play background comprising an image 802 retrieved is 
from a user smart card 503 which must be inserted into 
smart card reader device 103 in order to provide the im- 
age on the dialog box display background. Since the im- 
age displayed on the dialog box background is that 
stored on the user smart card, the user can be confident 20 
that the dialog box is created by the trusted component, 
since the obtaining of the image data from the smart 
card is carried out by obtained encrypted image data 
from the smart card using crypto functions 404, 701 
stored in the trusted component. On viewing the dialog 25 
box 800, the user may activate pointing device 105 to 
click on an icon display 803 to produce a drop-down 
menu 801 with options for file manipulation. For exam- 
ple, menu options may include icons to: start file moni- 
toring; stop file monitoring; enable the copying of files; 30 
disable the copying of files; enable the creation of en- 
crypted files; disable the creation of encrypted files; de- 
lete files in the reserved memory area of the computer 
platform or to display metrics of files. On the user se- 
lecting one of the options, the trusted component gen- 35 
erates a confirmation display 900 prompting the user to 
activate the confirmation key 104. Because the confir- 
mation key 104 is wired directly to the trusted compo- 
nent 202, activation of the confirmation key provides a 
secure method by which the trusted component is acti- 40 
vated directly by the user without any third party inter- 
vention, and ensures that the options selected through 
the menu display from the pointing device input 105 are 
independently confirmed by separate key activation 
through a separate channel avoiding data bus 304, and *s 
avoiding the computer platform, and directly to the trust- 
ed component 202. 

[0066] Referring to Fig. 10 herein, there is illustrated 
schematically process steps operated by the combina- 
tion of the software agent 511 and trusted component so 
202 for monitoring of data files file directories 508. 
[0067] In step 1 000, the trusted component 202 seiz- 
es a portion of the memory capacity of the computer 
platform, for example hard disc or RAM for exclusive ac- 
cess by the trusted component, via the software agent ss 
51 1 The software agent 51 1 may seize the memory ar- 
ea by creating one or a plurality of directories, for its own 
use, either directly, bypassing the operating system 



functions for file creation, or alternatively by making ap- 
propriate instructions to the operating system to create 
the appropriate directory or directories. Agent 511 cre- 
ates a plurality of data files in those reserved directories 
in step 1001 . Creation of data files can be by three meth- 
ods. Firstly, file creation may occur by the copying into 
the reserved directories of existing files on the computer 
platform belonging to the user, with the user's permis- 
sion. Secondly, agent 51 1 may allocate file names within 
those reserved directories. The file names and names 
of reserved dictionaries being provided by dictionary 
program 706. The data within the files is provided by 
dictionary program 706 within the trusted component 
202 which generates individual words and strings of 
words of text which are passed to agent 511 , which then 
writes those words or strings of words into the created 
reserved files in the reserved directories. Thirdly, the 
agent 511 may create its own data files of substantially 
random data, by storing random bits generated by ran- 
dom number generator 309 (or by the random number 
generator inside the trusted component's cryptographic 
functions 404) in the created files. In step 1002, agent 
511 monitors the plurality of created reserved data files 
stored in the reserved memory area 512. A data digest 
of each memory file created by agent 511 is produced 
by applying a hash function algorithm to the data. The 
hash function may be applied by the agent 511 antfthe 
digest data for each agent created file reported back pe- 
riodically to trusted component 202, which stores the di- 
gest data in its trusted memory area 402. Alternatively, 
the agent 511 may periodically report each agent creat- 
ed file to the trusted component 202, which generates 
its own digest using its crypto functions 404 and stores 
the digest data in its trusted memory area 402. Trusted 
component 202 stores at least two digest data, compris- 
ing a previous digest data and a most recently received 
current digest data for each monitored reserved data file 
in its memory area 402. Trusted component 202 oper- 
ates an algorithm comprising digest monitoring compo- 
nent 702, to check whether the previous digest data of 
each particular agent created data file is identical to the 
current digest data of that file. Within digest monitoring 
component 702, there is provided a separate file space 
into which results of the monitoring process are record- 
ed. Any changes to the reserved data files in the re- 
served memory area in user space 508 discovered by 
monitoring the digest data within the trusted component 
are recorded to the error record file within the trusted 
component in step 1003. From time to time changes in 
data files stored in the reserved memory area may occur 
due to normal system malfunctions, which are not due 
to hostile attack by external stimuli, e.g. viruses. How- 
ever, such changes to the data files may be very rare. 
An algorithm within the monitoring component of 702 of 
the trusted component applies a statistical test as to 
whether any changes to data files which have been re- 
corded in the error file are statistically relevant. For ex- 
ample, the algorithm within the trusted component may 
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be preset to allow a predetermined number of errors to 
occur within any given period. For example, an error lev- 
el of one error per month on a predetermined number 
of reserved files may be preset as an allowable rate of 
errors. If more errors occur than this in the predeter- 
mined time, giving rise to a significant level of errors in 
the monitored files in the reserved memory area, in step 
1004, the test applied by the trusted component to see 
whether such tests are significant may prove positive. If 
no significant changes in the stored data files are deter- 
mined in step 1 005, the trusted component and agent 
511 continues to periodically monitor the selected data 
files in the reserved area of user memory on the com- 
puter platform in step 1002. If the number of errors are 
significant, in step 1006 the trusted component may 
generate an alarm data indicating a significant level of 
data corruption in the monitored files, and in step 1007 
may report such corruption by generating a display on 
monitor 100. Further, on experiencing a significant level 
of errors in the monitored data files, resulting in an alarm 
condition, the trusted component may notify any other 
third party entities communicating with the computer 
platform, that the computer platform is in an alarm con- 
dition and possibly that data on the platform or the func- 
tionality of the platform has been compromised. 
[0068] Applying a hash program to data in the user 
space 504 using the main processor 201 and sending 
the digest to the trusted component 202 is fast, because 
of the superior processing capabilities of user space 
504, but has the disadvantage that the hash program 
may have been subverted (by a virus, for example), so 
there is a reduced level of confidence in the digest given 
to the trusted component. Sending the entire original file 
data to the trusted component, and causing the trusted 
component to compute a digest using its own resources, 
for example on processor 400 and crypto functions 404, 
has the disadvantage that the process is slower, be- 
cause the trusted component has inferior computing ca- 
pability than the user space 504. It has the advantage 
that the hash program cannot be subverted, hence there 
is greater confidence in the value of the digest. 
[0069] Where file manipulation is carried out by agent 
51 1 , its file manipulation program 600 runs continuously, 
monitoring files in the reserved directories, and report- 
ing back to trusted component 202. 
[0070] Because the files in the reserved directories in 
the user space which are created by agent 511 , look to 
a computer virus as being exactly the same as real data 
files, or in the case of random data, look the same as 
encrypted data files, a hostile virus having entered into 
the computer platform is equally likely to affect the sac- 
rificial files stored in the reserved directories as it is to 
attack user data files in the user space. The proportion 
of data files, in terms of file numbers, or in terms of meg- 
abytes of data stored in the files, can be selected by a 
user, by means of a drop-down menu in a dialog box, or 
can be preset in the trusted component, or agent soft- 
ware. For example, if the number of sacrificial files is set 



at being 10% of the number of real user files created, 
then for viruses which identify files by file name, there 
is a corresponding percentage (for example 10%) prob- 
ability that a virus will attack the sacrificial files in re- 

5 served directories, of all the files including sacrificial files 
and user files stored on the computer platform. Thus, 
the extent, number and frequency of errors occurring in 
the sacrificial file directories may give a statistical meas- 
ure of the extent of damage done by a computer virus. 

10 Because monitoring of the sacrificial files is continuous, 
whilst the computer entity is operating, the best mode 
herein may provide real time monitoring for attack by 
external programs, which provides an alarm function to 
operate when a predetermined level of file corruption 

*s has occurred on the computer platform, in a manner 
which cannot be interfered with by users of the computer 
platform, thereby lending increased testability to the 
computer entity. 

[0071] Referring to Fig. 11 herein, there is illustrated 
20 schematically in more detail process steps carried out 
by agent 511 in creating data files in the reserved direc- 
tories by copying user files, and reporting to trusted 
component 202. In step 1100, agent 511 obtains a 
named user data file from the untrusted memory area 
25 of the computer platform, with the user's permission. 
The user gave that permission by selecting the 'enable 
copy files' option on the file menu 801 in the security 
function dialog box 800. The user may indicate his or 
her permission for copying the file, by pressing confir- 
30 mation key 1 04 upon display of the pressed confirmation 
key display prompt 900 as described previously. In step 
1101 , agent 511 selects a new file name for the file cop- 
ied over from the user files. The new file name may be 
selected randomly by agent 511, or may be generated 
35 according to predetermined rules stored in agent 511 . A 
different file name is created, for the copied user file in 
the reserved directory in which it is stored, which is spe- 
cific to the agent 51 1 and accessible only by agent 511, 
In step 1102, the agent stores the renamed user data 
file in the reserved directory in the reserved memory ar- 
ea of the (untrusted) computer platform memory area, 
e.g. the hard disc or RAM. In step 1103, agent 511 ap- 
plies a hash function to the data file to generate a cor- 
responding respective digest data for the file. The digest 
data is reported back to trusted component 202 in step 
1104. The trusted component stores the digest data in 
a trusted memory area 402 as described previously in 
step 1105. In step 1106, the trusted component deter- 
mines whether it is the first time that a digest data has 
been created for that file. That is to say, the trusted com- 
ponent determines whether an historical data for that 
particular file already exists in the trusted component's 
memory area 402, or whether the currently obtained di- 
gest data from agent 511 is the first data obtained for 
that file. If the digest data obtained for that file is the first 
digest data obtained for that file, then the trusted com- 
ponent stores the digest data in its trusted memory area 
as current digest data, and waits for agent 511 to report 
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a further digest data on the same file after a predeter- 
mined monitoring period i.e. waits until agent 511 ap- 
plies a hash function as per step 1103 described previ- 
ously and reports a new current digest data. On receiv- 
ing the new current digest data (the second digest data 
for that file) the trusted component then has a current 
and an historical digest data for that file, and can make 
a comparison between the current and historical stored 
digest data in trusted memory area 402 for a particular 
file in step 1107. If the result of the comparison is that 
the current digest data for a particular file is the same 
as previous historical digest data for the file in step 1108, 
then after waiting a predetermined period in step 1109 
during which agent 511 periodically monitors the user 
data file, agent 511 applies the hash function in step 
1 303 and reports the digest data to trusted component 
202 in steps 1103-1104. However, if it is determined that 
there is a change in the current digest data for a partic- 
ular file compared to the previously reported historical 
digest data in step 1108, then the trusted component 
records the details of the file number and time of the 
change in data in the error file in the trusted memory 
area 402 for that file in step 1110. 
[0072] Hash functions are well-known in the prior art 
and comprise one way functions which are capable of 
generating a relatively small output data from a relatively 
large quantity of input data, where a small change in the 
input data results in a significant change in the output 
data. Thus, a data file to which is applied a hash function 
results in a first digest data (the output of the hash func- 
tion). A small change e.g. a single bit of data in the orig- 
inal data file will result in a significantly different output 
when the hash function is reapplied to the modified data 
file. Thus, a data file comprising megabytes of data may 
be input into the hash function and result in a digital out- 
put of the order of 1 28 to 1 60 bits length, as the resultant 
digest data. Having a relatively small amount of digest 
data generated from a data file stored in the reserved 
directory is an advantage, since it takes up less memory 
space and less processing power in the trusted compo- 
nent. 

[0073] Referring to Fig. 12 herein, there is illustrated 
schematically interactive steps between trusted compo- 
nent 202, proxy agent 511, proxy agent 514, and smart 
card 503, via smart card interface 305 and smart card 
reader 103 for copying of user files to reserved directo- 
ries, and for continuous monitoring of sacrificial re- 
served files in the user space 504. 
[0074] In step 1200, trusted component 202 requests 
the smart card, via agent 51 1 , for an update of a user's 
data files. In step 1201 , smart card 503 receives the re- 
quest, which at this stage is unauthorized, and in re- 
sponse to receipt, in step 1 202 sends a nonce to the 
agent 511 which is received by the agent in step 1203. 
The nonce may comprise a string of random bits created 
by smart card 503. The agent concatenates the request 
and the nonce, signs the concatenation, and sends the 
request and nonce and signature back to the smart card 



20 

which is received by the smart card in step 1205 so that 
the smart card can verify that the trusted component is 
on-line. Smart card 503 uses its proxy agent 514 oper- 
ating in user space on behalf of the smartcard and/or a 
s pre-stored program on the smart card to make an inven- 
tory of the user's files and sends the inventory back to 
the trusted component in step 1208, after first verifying 
the request in step 1 206 and constructing a file inventory 
which to send, in step 1207. The file inventory is re- 
io ceived by agent 511 in step 1209. The trusted compo- 
nent 202 or the agent 511 uses the information on the 
file inventory by operating an algorithm to identify new 
or altered user files, and creates new directories in the 
reserved user space directories 512 allocated to the 
*5 trusted component. The trusted component in step 1210 
requests from the smart card or its proxy agent 514 cop- 
ies of the new user files, and the smart card in step 1211 
receives the request in step 1212. The smartcard or its 
proxy agent 51 4 copies the named user files into a mem- 

20 ory space where the trusted component has read ac- 
cess, and then indicates in step 1213 that the copied 
files are ready for monitoring. In step 1214, the agent 
51 1 ensures that the files are copied from the user space 
to the reserved directories allocated to the trusted com- 

2S ponent. The file names are renamed in step 1215, as 
previously described with reference to Fig. 11 , and when 
agent 511 indicates that the files have been renamed, 
the smartcard and/or its agent 514 deletes the copied 
files from the memory space where the trusted compo- 

30 nent has read access. At this stage, files have been cop- 
ied from user space to the reserved directories allocated 
to the trusted component, and then in step 1217 further 
read access to the agent 511 is denied by smart card 
503. The agent then continues in step 1218 to compute 

35 file digests by applying the hash function to each indi- 
vidual file in the reserved directories in user space, 
which are then reported to the trusted component peri- 
odically as described previously. In step 1219 the trust- 
ed component stores the digests inside the trusted com- 

*o ponent, and generates the necessary error records if er- 
rors occur and generates alarms and reports to the mon- 
itor 1 00 and other entities as described previously here- 
in with reference to Figs. 10 and 11 . 
[0075] The file manipulation program 600 may option- 

45 ally be stored within the trusted component as file ma- 
nipulation program 704, so that instead of the agent 511 
corresponding with the smart card and computer plat- 
form memory for copying and monitoring of files, this 
may be done from inside the trusted component in a var- 

so iation of the embodiment. 

[0076] Since the best mode herein operates by mon- 
itoring the data on a computer platform, there may be 
provided a system which is immune to variations of virus 
programs and new generations of viruses, but which is 

ss capable of detecting the effects of any virus which op- 
erates by changing data on a computer platform. 
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Claims 

1 . A method of security monitoring of a computer plat- 
form, said method comprising the steps of: 

(i) creating a data file in a memory area of said 
computing platform; 

(vi) generating a first digest data describing a 
data content of said data file; 

(vii) waiting a predetermined time period; 

(viii) repeating step (ii) to generate a second di- 
gest data; and 

(be) comparing said second digest data with 
said first digest data. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, further compris- 
ing the step of: 

(vi) if said second digest data is identical to 
said first digest data, repeating steps (ii) to (v) 
above. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, further compris- 
ing the step of: 

(vii) if said second digest data is not identical 
to said first digest data, storing an error data in said 
trusted memory area. 

4. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said step 
of generating a first digest data comprises applying 
a hash function to said data file to produce a hash 
function data corresponding to said data file. 

5. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said step 
of creating a data file in a memory area of said com- 
puter platform comprises copying an existing user 
data file into a reserved portion of said memory area 
of said computer platform. 

6. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said step 
of creating a data file in said memory area compris- 
es generating a random or pseudo random data in 
a reserved portion of said memory area of said com- 
puter platform. 

7. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said step 
of generating a digest data corresponding to said 
data file is carried out by an algorithm operating on 
said computer platform. 

8. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said step 
of generating a digest data comprises sending a 
said data file to a trusted component comprising a 
trusted processor and a trusted memory area, and 
generating said digest data by applying an algo- 
rithm to said data file in said trusted component. 

9. A computer entity comprising. 



a computer platform comprising a first data 
processing means and a first memory means; 

a monitoring component comprising a second 
data processing means and a second memory 
means; 

wherein said monitoring component comprises 
means for receiving a monitor data, said mon- 
itor data describing a content of a plurality of 
data files stored in said computer platform in 
said first memory means; 

means for storing said plurality of monitor data 
in said monitoring component; and 

means for making comparisons of said monitor 
data, 

wherein said monitoring component receives 
for each of a plurality of data files, an historical 
monitor data representing a state of said data 
file at a previous point in time, and a current 
monitor data representing a current state of 
said data file. 

10. The computer entity as claimed in claim 9, wherein 
said historical monitor data and said current monitor 
data are stored in said second memory means of 
said monitoring component. 

11. The computer entity as claimed in claim 9, wherein 
said monitoring component comprises a set of 
agent code stored in said second data storage 
means, wherein said set of agent code may be 
transferred to said first data storage means for op- 
eration and control by said first data processing 
means in said computer platform. 

12. The computer entity as claimed in claim 9, wherein 
said monitoring component comprises a dictionary 
means, said dictionary means comprising a text 
generator device operable to generate a plurality of 
text data representing a plurality of words, and said 
monitoring means transferring said text data to a 
plurality of said data files created in a reserved area 
of said first memory means. 

13. The computer entity as claimed in claim 1 2, wherein 
said dictionary means is operable to generate a plu- 
rality of names identifying said plurality of data files 
created in said reserved area of said first memory 
means. 

14. The computer entity as claimed in claim 1 2, wherein 
said dictionary means is operable to generate a plu- 
rality of names of directories containing said plural- 
ity of data files created in said reserved area of said 
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first memory means. 

15. The computer entity as claimed in claim 9, further 
comprising an agent means, said agent means res- 
ident and operating on said computer platform s 
wherein, 

said agent means creates a plurality of said da- 
ta files in a reserved region of said first memory 
area; 10 

said agent means substantially continuously 
monitors said created data files in said reserved 
memory region; and 

is 

said agent reports said monitor data describing 
a content of said data files in said reserved 
memory region periodically to said monitoring 
component. 

20 

16. The computer entity as claimed in claim 9, compris- 
ing a random data generator, wherein said random 
data generator generates random data which is 
stored in a plurality of said data files created in a 
reserved region of said first memory area of said 25 
computer platform. 

17. The computer entity as claimed in claim 9, compris- 
ing an agent device resident on said computer plat- 
form, and a smart card reader device, wherein said 30 
agent device communicates with said smart card 
reader device for receiving a file name data from 
said smart card reader device, said file name data 
describing one or a plurality of file names of user 
data files for which permission to copy said user da- 35 
ta files is granted to said agent device. 

18. A method of security monitoring a computer plat- 
form comprising a first data processing means and 

a first memory means, said method comprising the 40 
steps of: 

receiving a first monitor data, said first monitor 
data describing a data content of a data file 
stored in said computer platform; *5 

storing said first monitor data in a trusted mem- 
ory area physically and logically distinct from 
said computer platform; 

so 

receiving a second monitor data, said second 
monitor data describing a data content of said 
same data file stored in said computer platform; 

comparing said first monitor data with said sec- 55 
ond monitor data; and 

if said first monitor data differs from said second 
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monitor data, generating an error data. 

1 9. The method as claimed in claim 1 8, further compris- 
ing the step of generating said first monitor data by 
applying a one-way function algorithm to a data 
content of said data file. 

20. The method as claimed in claim 1 8, further compris- 
ing the step of: 

generating an alarm display when a said error 
data is created. 

21 . The method as claimed in claim 1 8, further compris- 
ing the step of: 

comparing said error data against a predeter- 
mined measure of error data allowable in a prede- 
termined time, to determine if said error data is sta- 
tistically significant. 

22. The method as claimed in claim 21 , further compris- 
ing the step of: 

if said error data is determined to be statisti- 
cally significant, generating an alarm display indi- 
cating an error has occurred in said data file. 

23. A method of monitoring a computer platform com- 
prising a first data processing means and first mem- 
ory means, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) allocating a region of said first memory 
means for use by a monitoring entity compris- 
ing a second data processing means and a sec- 
ond memory means; 

b) creating in said allocated memory area a plu- 
rality of data files, each allocated to said mon- 
itoring entity; 

c) entering data into said plurality of allocated 
data files in said reserved memory region; 

d) creating for each of said data files a monitor 
data describing a data content of each of said 
data file: 

e) storing said monitor data in a second mem- 
ory device, said second memory device being 
physically and logically distinct from said first 
memory device; 

f) repeating steps d) and e); and 

g) periodically comparing a recently received 
said monitor data for said data file with a previ- 
ously received monitor data for the same said 
data file. 

24. The method as claimed in claim 23, wherein said 
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step of entering data into a said data file comprises: 
copying an existing data file from an unre- 
served area of said first memory device into said 
data file. 

5 

25. The method as claimed in claim 24, further compris- 
ing the step of: 

assigning a file name of said data file in said 
reserved memory area said file name being a dif- 
ferent file name to a file name of said original user 10 
file from said unreserved area of said first memory 
area from which said data file was copied. 

26. The method as claimed in claim 24, further compris- 
ing the step of: 75 

assigning a directory name of a directory used 
for storing said data file in said reserved memory 
area said directory name being a different directory 
name to a directory name of said original user di- 
rectory from said unreserved area of said first mem- so 
ory area in which said data file was originally locat- 
ed. 

27. The method as claimed in claim 23, wherein said 
step of creating a monitor data comprises: 25 

applying a one-way function algorithm to data 
in said data file, to produce said monitor data from 
said data stored in said data file. 
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